
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coburg Special Developmental School believes that every child can learn, and provides a 
balanced integrated curriculum, specialist programs and ICT to effectively support and 
enhance students’ physical, social, personal, interpersonal, disciplinary-based and 
interdisciplinary learning. 

Coburg Special Developmental School is inclusive, valuing the diversity of community 
members. All members share responsibility for the development of an inspired, educational 
community of independent citizens. There are connections including service to and support 
from the wider community. 

Vision: At Coburg SDS, we strive to provide all students with the skills needed to meet their full potential 
through our child centred learning approach. Students are empowered to be active members of the 
school and wider community by building independence, communication and relationships. We work 
together as a team to provide a positive, safe and engaging learning environment where student voice 
and readiness for life after school is at the centre of our teaching and learning. 

Values: 

Coburg Special Developmental School Community Values  

• Building Communication 
• Building Relationships 
• Building Independence 

 
Learning will be maximized within a safe environment, where students feel both motivated 
and empowered as they strive to be the best they can be. Environmental awareness will be 
promoted across the school community, fostering respect for personal and communal 
property and our environment. 

Life long learning will be fostered for all members of the school community. It will be both 
collaborative and independent, following individual pathways to the future. Diverse learning 
styles, interests and abilities will be catered for through flexible teaching styles. Learning will 
be through participation in engaging, meaningful curriculum incorporating both broad 
curriculum and relevant life skills. It will promote creative thinking, problem solving and 
participation.   

Technology plays an important role in accessing the curriculum for students with additional 
learning needs. Augmentative communication devises, switches, individually tailored and 
mainstream computer programs provide support for student learning. 

Pedagogical principles identified to support achievement of our vision are: 
 The child is at the center of all learning 

Philosophy 

2.1 Philosophy Statement 

 

 



 High expectations are held for and by the learning community and all members 
within it. 

 Engagement will be facilitated through promoting thinking, active inquiry and 
relevant learning. 

  Diverse learning styles will be catered for and supported through use of a wide 
range of  teaching strategies and learning technologies 

 Relationships are the key foundation to developing effective engagement with all 
members of the community. Interpersonal relationships and collaboration will be 
fostered within the school community. 

 

 The school philosophy will be enacted through: 

 Community consultation, newsletters and forums 

 Staff professional development and induction processes 

 Ongoing curriculum development 

 Parent and family  support  structures 
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