
 
If your child is going to be absent from school, please either ring the school (9354 4366) and 

let us know or log on to XUNO and fill out the absence section. 

 

Coburg Special 
Developmental School 

12th August 2025 

 

 

 

School lunch  

orders are back! 

Only $5 

 

Have you tried lunch box  

“C” yet – it’s great value 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Week 3 completed!  The weeks seem to be gathering speed and being a shorter term, 
the end of term will be here before we know it. 

We’re receiving a constant flow of enrolment enquiries for both this year and 2026, 
which means our numbers continue to climb.  We’re currently at 66 students, however, 
that is likely to change this term. 

We are once again contributing to the Government House Scarecrow program.  Nadia, 
through the art program, is organising our scarecrow for the display and will be taking 
a group of our students to Government House on Wednesday 20th August. I look 
forward to seeing the photos from the day. 

The 2025 Parent, Caregiver and Guardian Opinion Survey will be available to complete 
online from Monday 18 August to Friday 19 September 2025. The survey seeks 
feedback on school climate, community engagement in learning, teaching practices for 
student engagement and outcomes, and attitudes towards school attendance.  Log-in 
information will be sent to all parents/carers next week. 

You received the Rotary Club Community Raffle tickets last week. Again, every $2 
ticket sold through our community means $1 for our school, which is a part of our 
fundraising efforts. Don’t worry if you are unable to sell any, simply return them to 
school. Alternatively, if you would like more tickets to sell, contact the general office 
and we can send some more. All money, with ticket stubs, and unsold tickets need to 
be returned to school by Friday 12th September.  The raffle will be drawn at Bunnings 
Coburg on Cup Day at 2:00pm. We thank Rotary Pascoe Vale for their continued 
support of our school. 

Reminder: Next Friday, 15th August is Curriculum Day.  No students at school on 
this day.  Staff will be working on our English curriculum development, particularly 
relating to our phonics program and the Victorian Teaching and Learning Model. 

Best regards, 

Warren 

 

“Strong hearts are chosen to raise children with brave souls” 



 
Coming Events: 
 
SCIENCE GALLERY INCURSIONS –  
TUESDAY 19th AUGUST, WEDNESDAY 20th AUGUST 
 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in a Sphero ball activity held at our school and 
run by Science Gallery from Melbourne University! 
 

 
 
Child Safe Standards 
 
Over the next few newsletters, we will look at the Child Safe standards for all schools. Here are 
standards 10 & 11. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Room 6 

Term 3 is off to a great start in  
Room 6! This Term our theme is “My 
Body.” We have enjoyed playing 
Pass the Parcel to build different 
bodies and completing a variety of 
related literacy activities. We are 
excited to continue learning through 
lots of fun, engaging activities.  

   

 

  



ROOM 9 

Room 9 has had a busy start to the term! We have been loving the new equipment in 
the playground like the colorful cubby house and the metallophone. We have also 
been enjoying our specialist programs, as you can see in our photos!  

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to hopefully starting our community access program to Coles 
soon, as well as all the other exciting things coming up for us this term.  

  



Room 10 
Our students in Room 10 have been enjoying a busy 
start to the second half of the school year! Our class 
has been working on our school values of Building 
Independence, Communication and Relationships 
during playground sessions both indoors and outdoors. 
Our students have been doing great work sharing and 
practising taking turns when working and playing 
together! Our favourite activities for creative play 
sessions have been building with Lego and magnetic 
tiles, which have been used to construct some 
impressive structures and creations! Art and craft 
activities are always popular, with students enjoying 
regular creative opportunities to help us stay happy, 
regulated and on task – it is always great to see the 
creativity and imagination our students bring, and the 
pride that they take in their work!  

   

 

  



ROOM 12 
 

 

  

Room 12 has started Term 3 with some fun 
and exciting activities. Students went on an 
excursion to Bush Park Reserve in Coburg, 
where they enjoyed exploring nature. They 
also took part in a swimming program, which 
was lots of fun and helped them to learn water 
safety skills. The term is off to a great start, 
and students are looking forward to more 
hands-on learning opportunities ahead! 

 



NDIS navigator update. 

Do you require assistance with a NDIS review or plan variation? Do you require more 
support in using your NDIS plan?  

If so, contact Coburg SDS Navigator Lana Payne. 

General other supports: ACD presented to the Parent Group, if you have other 
information/presentation ideas for Parent Group that you would love to see, please speak to Lana. 

 

You can register via the ACD website - A Good Life | Humanitix for the following workshops 

Wills and Estate Planning - Wed 13 Aug 7.00pm 

Microboards: Building a team - Tue 19 Aug 7.30pm 

Post-school: parents talk about what’s next - Tue 26 Aug 7.30pm 

 

FAQs: With regards to NDIS providers and inclusive sport options for your child, you can search the 
AAAplay.org.au website -  if you would like a more comprehensive list of NDIS providers for sports 
and recreational activities, feel free to email lana.payne@education.vic.gov.au – Thank you! 

 

 

 

https://collections.humanitix.com/a-good-life
mailto:lana.payne@education.vic.gov.au


Parent Group has changed dates!  

We will now have Parent Group on the first Thursday of every month at 9am.  

 

Term 3: 

Thursday 4th September at 9am. 

If you would prefer an online link, please let 

me know. Hope to see you there! 

+ NDIS navigator recent update  

 Changes to NDIS price guidelines for 2025-2026 

 What are the new price guideline changes for 2025-2026? 

 

The NDIS price guideline changes have been released for 2025-2026 Support Workers, 

Support Coordination (lvl 1 only) and Recovery Coaching with prices increase in line 

with 3.5% increase to wages, nurses have also seen an increase in line with this 

reasoning. In terms of therapy – Psychology has seen a price increase of around $10 

while Physio, Podiatry and Dietetics have seen a price decrease of around $10. Speech 

Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Social Work, and other capacity building therapists 

remain in a price freeze. The key other changes include a 50% rate of travel for therapists 

is now only claimable, due to this, some therapy clinics have announced that they will 

bill for their administration time to compensate for this change with travel allowance.  

What does this mean for me? 

Keep in mind with a rollover plan, NDIS price changes may not be accounted for, if 

you’re self-managed you may wish to develop a yearly plan for your NDIS budget for 

the next year. You may wish to check in with your therapists to see if they were 

providing travel fees, to understand if there will be any changes to services / price 

changes. Please also see my previous article on “funding periods”. This is a brief 

summary, and your individual situation is not accounted for. If you have any questions 

about the information presented or would like more individualised advice, please 

contact CSDS NDIS navigator Lana Payne.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 Motor Activities to Do at Home with Your Child 

1. Play Dough Fun 

How to do it: Give your child some play dough and encourage them to squeeze, 

pinch, roll, or flatten it. You can also suggest making simple shapes like balls 

or snakes. 

● For younger children or those with limited hand strength, provide softer 

dough or assist with hand-over-hand guidance. 

● For older children, challenge them to create more complex shapes or letters. 

2. Obstacle Course 

How to do it: Create a simple course using household items—crawl under a 

chair, jump over a pillow, balance on a taped line. Guide your child through the 

course and cheer them on. 

● For children with limited mobility, modify the course to include seated 

activities or gentle reaching tasks. 

3. Threading and Lacing 

How to do it: Provide large beads or pasta and a string or shoelace. Show your 

child how to thread beads one by one onto the string. 

● Use larger beads or bigger holes for children with coordination difficulties. 

4. Ball Toss and Catch 

How to do it: Use a soft ball to roll or gently toss back and forth. Encourage 

your child to track the ball with their eyes and catch or stop it with their hands. 

● Start with rolling the ball on the floor for kids who find catching hard. 

● Increase the distance or speed gradually as skills improve. 

5. Finger Painting 

How to do it: Spread out washable paints and paper. Let your child use their 

fingers to create art, exploring different motions like swirling, tapping, and 

spreading paint. 

● For children sensitive to texture, use brushes or sponges instead of direct 

finger painting. 

● Encourage older children to experiment with mixing colours or making 

specific designs. 


