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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome back to Term 3. I trust everyone had a restful break after such a long term; we were certainly ready
for the holiday. At the end of the term, we sadly said farewell to Sally as she officially retired. We acknowledged
her 50 years of education and the enormous effect she has had on Coburg Special Developmental School. We
are certainly going to miss her but wish her all the best of luck in her retirement and the next stage of her life.

Swimming continues this term for a new set of classrooms, beginning next week. I know last term’s sessions
were highly successful and enjoyed by the students and staff who attended.

Don’t forget to register for the parent portal on Xuno, if you have not already done so. It’s great for recording
your child’s absence as well as booking times for parent teacher interviews (just completed).

The parent teacher interviews at the end of Term 2 were well attended and very successful. They certainly
benefited from the ability to use face time (Webex) or talk via the telephone.

The following is a message from Anthony Cianflone, our State member:
“Following our sustained local community and grassroots campaign, I’m delighted to share that we’ve Saved
the Coburg Athletics Track!
Merri-bek Council at their 9™ July Council Meeting, thankfully listened to the overwhelming views of the local
community — including particularly from across our local school communities — and voted unanimously to save,
preserve and enhance the iconic Coburg Athletics Track and Field Precinct!
As part of the revised and finalised Coburg North Sports Hub Master Plan, the presence of the longstanding
Harold Stevens Track, accessed by over 15,000+ people a year — especially from our school communities — will
be maintained and assured for future years.
I wanted to thank all of our local community members and school communities who proactively reached out to
express their support for the retention of the track by contacting Council directly and signing our grassroots
petition which accrued over 1,700+ signatures and counting: Petition - Save, upgrade and enhance the Coburg
Athletics Track and Field Precinct - Coburg, Australia - Change.org.”

Keep warm,

Warren
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“B” yet —it's great value Mahmoud, Darius and Sarah.

If your child is going to be absent from school, please either ring the school (9354 4366) and
let us know, or log on to XUNO and fill out the absence section.
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Coming events

time keeper

Parent teacher interviews

Thank you to all the parents and carers who participated in our parent teacher interviews.
It was a great opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss student progress and to celebrate
their achievements!

Over the next few newsletters, we will look at the Child Safe standards for all schools. Here are
standards 7,8 & 9.

Standard 7

Processes for complaints and
concerms are child-focused

Standard 8

Staff and volunieers are equipped with
the knowledge, skills and awareness to

keep children and young people safe
through ongoing education and training

Standard 9

Physical and online environments
promote safety and wellbeing while
minimising the opportunity for children
and young people to be harmed




Traffic Bike Education

New Bike Education equipment was installed in the playground used
for bikes at the front of the school near the LYs during the second
week of the holidays.

Thank you to Jo Adams for organising the purchase of these items
and for arranging for a professional to come to the school and install
them. Our students will now can practise riding bikes and responding
to traffic lights and road signs.

Many students had the opportunity to practise riding bikes and
following traffic rules, using signs of stop and go.

@ A metallophone has been installed in our playground.

Students of all ages enjoy playing different rhythms.

» A beautiful cubbyhouse
. Our students are enjoying our new cubbyhouse.

_ They interact with their peers, and it gives them the opportunity to
practice safe play by waiting for their turn and playing safely.
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* Room 5 *

Room 5 have enjoyed settling back into their routines and
introducing some new activities such as afternoon tea. We are
looking forward to our new term theme — My Body!

Next week we will start swimming lessons which we are all very
excited about. Great job Room 5!!!




Term 2 was a fantastic and action-packed time for Room 7!

We explored a variety of books during our English lessons and worked on answering ‘wh’ questions, helping
students build their comprehension and communication skills. In Maths, we had fun diving into basic
geometry, while in Science, we learned all about the five senses and the body parts connected to them.

Another exciting part of our term was learning about road safety — both in the classroom and out on the
bike track!

One of the absolute highlights of Term 2 was our Friday cooking sessions. From baking cakes and
banana bread to making pizza and popcorn, our little chefs couldn’t wait to get creative (and a little messy!)
in the kitchen.

We also looked forward to Thursday swimming lessons, with students arriving at school full of excitement.
Their enthusiasm in the pool was wonderful to see, and everyone gave it their best effort.

Looking Ahead to Term 3

We're off to a great start! After a well-deserved break, students are settling back into their routines. Our focus
this term is “My Body”, and we’re excited to continue learning through fun and hands-on activities.

Keep up the amazing work, Room 7 — let’s make Term 3 another fantastic adventure!

Here are some of the highlights:




THEVERY '
HUNGRY
_CATERPILLAR

by Erve Cander

In the last week of Term 2, Room 8 preps were very busy engaging in The Very Hungry Caterpillar Celebration
Week! We all had fun exploring sensory boxes, playing with handmade caterpillar toys (Thank you to our
very talented ES, Claudia, for making these!), tasting the fruits that the Hungry Caterpillar ate, constructing
paper chain caterpillars and painting butterfly paintings.

We have spent lots of time learning to share and take turns during Semester 1, and as you can see from
these photos, we enjoy spending time together and have formed some wonderful friendships!







Parent Group has changed dates!

We will now have Parent Group on the first Thursday of every month at 9am.

August 2025 Term 3:
1 2 e Thursday 7" August 9am in the
3 4 5 6 @ 8 9 conference room (ACD presentation
. and NDIS questions)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 e Thursday 4" September 9am.
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If you would prefer an online link, please

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 let me know. Hope to see you there!
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+ NDIS navigator recent update

Changes to NDIS price guidelines for 2025-2026

What are the new price guideline changes for 2025-2026?

The NDIS price guideline changes have been released for 2025-2026 Support Workers,
Support Coordination (vl 1 only) and Recovery Coaching with prices increase in line with
3.5% increase to wages, nurses have also seen an increase in line with this reasoning. In terms
of therapy — Psychology has seen a price increase of around $10 while Physio, Podiatry and
Dietetics have seen a price decrease of around $10. Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Social Work, other capacity building therapists remain in a price freeze. The key other changes
include a 50% rate of travel for therapists is now only claimable, due to this, some therapy
clinics have announced that they will bill for their administration time to compensate for this
change with travel allowance.

What does this mean for me?

Keep in mind with a rollover plan, NDIS price changes may not be accounted for, if you’re
self-managed you may wish to develop a yearly plan for your NDIS budget for the next year.
Y ou may wish to check in with your therapists if they were providing travel fees, to understand
if there will be any changes to services / price changes. Please also see my previous article on
“funding periods™. This is a brief summary, and your individual situation is not accounted for.
If you have any questions about the information presented or would like more
individualised advice, please contact CSDS NDIS navigator Lana Payne.



Ingredients:

* 2 cups all-purpose flour

* 3/4 cup salt

* 4 teaspoons cream of tartar

* 2 cups water

» 2 Tablespoons of vegetable oil

* Food colouring

Instructions:

1. Stir together the flour, salt and cream of tartar in a large
pot. Next add the water and oil. If you’re only making one
colour, stir in the colour now.

2. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly. Continue
stirring until the dough has thickened and begins to form
into a ball. Remove from heat and then place inside a bowl.
Allow to cool slightly and then knead until smooth.

3. If you’re adding multiple colours, divide the dough into balls (for how many colours you want) and then
add the dough into separate sandwich bags. Start with about 5 drops of colour and add more to brighten it.
Knead the dough, while inside the bag so it doesn’t stain your hands.

4. Once it’s all mixed together, you’re ready to PLAY'! Store the play dough inside the bags to keep soft. If
stored properly it will keep soft for up to 3 months.
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