Coburg Special
Developmental School

Wednesday 27" August 2025

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We are now officially more than halfway through the Term! There have
been a few exciting things happening around the place.

On Wednesday, Nadia, Tom and a group of students attended the
Scarecrow Garden event at Government House to install “Jeffrey” into the
gardens, joining a number of special schools. They also had the chance to
discover Government House both inside and outside. | believe the billiards
room was very popular with the students!

Today we had our book week character parade, and it was wonderful to see
the varied costumes for both staff and students. It's great to see everyone
go to so much effort. These are things that stick in our memories and are so
important to do. We will be completing more book week activities in the
classroom next week as the fun continues.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, we had a group from Melbourne University
Science Gallery attend the school to work with every group using the small
robot balls. There were a range of activities that they performed, and it was
amazing to see the engagement of the students during these sessions. This
is a wonderful partnership with the team at the Science Gallery, and we are
eager to see what other activities and special days unfold going forward.

Anthony Ciaflone visited the school very briefly on Tuesday afternoon and
presented us with a Father’'s Day hamper as he did for Mother’s Day earlier
in the year. He is very supportive of our school and community, having
officially opened it last year. In week 7, we will be placing all our dads’
names into a hat and drawing out the lucky winner!

| sent out an invitation to complete the Parent/Carer opinion survey. It is
completed online, and you just need to log in with the six-digit PIN that | sent
in the email. | will continue to send out reminders, as it would be great to get
as many people as possible completing the survey. The data helps us in our
continuous improvement.

| hope you are enjoying the warmer weather. Let’'s hope we’ve seen the last
of the frigid winter!!

Warm regards,

Warren

TERM DATES

Term Three:
21t July - 19*" September

Thursday 18/9
Footy Day - Dress Up Gold Coin Donation

Friday 19/9
Term 3 Ends for Students —2.00pm
dismissal

Term Four:
6t October - 19" December

Monday 6/10
Staff and Students Resume

Monday 3/11
Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 4/11
Melbourne Cup Day - Public Holiday

Wednesday 3/12
Report Writing Day — Pupil Free Day

Thursday 4/12
Whole School Concert

Thursday 11/12
School Community BBQ

Friday 19/12
Term 4 Ends for Students - 1.00pm dismissal

Every child may learn in a different way, but every child
has something special to teach us.

If your child is going to be absent from school, please either ring the school (9354 4366) and
let us know or log on to XUNO and fill out the absence section.



ROOM 11

Lots of exciting activities have been happening in Room 11!

Amongst our scheduled lessons and swimming program, students have loved using the
improved bike track, and the wonderful Science Gallery incursion and the Book Week
parade that took place at school last week.

Students in Room 11 are excited to experience some fun activities in the coming week,
such as our school-wide Book Week activities!




ROOM 1

Around the World

The students in Room 1 have been travelling around the world this term as we explore
some of the similarities and differences of countries. We have been learning about the
flags of each country, the types of food they eat, and famous people from each country.
Each week we have been creating art works in the style of a significant artist from the
country. We have explored pop art in the style of Andy Warhol, attempted to paint

upwards like Michelangelo painting the Sistine Chapel, and had lots of fun splatter
painting like Jackson Pollock.
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ROOM 2

Room 2 has had a fantastic start to the term! The students are thoroughly enjoying their
specialist classes, being creative in Art, exploring a range of genres in Music, and
staying active in Sport. They've just started swimming lessons, showing great
enthusiasm and growing confidence in the water. It's been a busy and exciting term so

far
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This term, Room 3 has started to attend bowling for NSSA, the students look forward to
going to Oz Tenpin Bowling on Wednesdays. We also celebrated two birthdays recently,
Sarah’s big 18th and Darius’s birthday in July. Room 3 has been enjoying weekly
cooking sessions, where we have made a variety of dishes including pasta, brownies,
and pancakes.




Excursion to Government House

On Wednesday last week, six middle years students went on an excursion to Government House and
garden. They took the scarecrow made by middles and later years students to its new home. Students
from Croydon SDS and Broadmeadows SDS also made scarecrows and came for the day.

Our scarecrow was named Geoffrey, by Xander. Geoffrey is a happy scarecrow, rather than a scary
scarecrow, so we gave him a big smile. We put him in the vegetable garden and took a photo.

We shared delicious fruit platters with students from the other schools, looked around the gardens and
took selfies.

After morning tea, we went for a tour into the Government House. We took photos with the Queen...
and the Governor and got to see inside the grand ballroom!

The next Government House Open Day will be 26" January. The gates open at 10am and there is no
need to book. It'd be lovely for your families to go along and enjoy the special day. You might enjoy it
as much as we all did.




Science Gallery
Incursion

GALLERY

Coburg SDS has been lucky to have been chosen as a partner school for Science Gallery
Melbourne in collaboration with the University of Melbourne. Last week Science Gallery staff
hosted an incursion for our students in the multipurpose room. The students enjoyed playing
with Sphero balls, moving them using tablets around various obstacle courses.




Book Wee

On Friday, 22 August, our Coburg Special School community held our Book Week Parade in the
Multipurpose Room. Many families and friends came along to celebrate this event. This year’s theme
is “Book an Adventure.”

Children celebrated Book Week with great excitement, dressing up as their favourite characters from
books and stories. The school was filled with superheroes, princesses, wizards, animals, and many
other wonderful characters who brought the pages of books to life. The colourful costumes and big
smiles created a joyful atmosphere, reminding everyone of the magic of reading and the fun of
imagination. It was a day full of creativity, laughter, and the shared love of books. Our students will
continue this week to participate in their classes in many more fun activities related to books.







Term Three:

Thursday 18/9

Friday 19/9

Term Four:

Monday 6/10
Monday 3/11
Tuesday 4/11
Wednesday 3/12
Thursday 4/12
Thursday 11/12
Friday 19/12

No birthdays in August

ERM DATES

215 July - 19'" September

Footy Day — Dress Up - Gold Coin Donation for
State School Relief
Term 3 Ends for Students — 2.00pm dismissal

6" October - 19" December

Staff and Students Resume

Pupil Free Day

Melbourne Cup Day - Public Holiday

Report Writing Day — Pupil Free Day

Whole School Concert

School Community BBQ

Term 4 Ends for Students - 1.00pm dismissal



