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13th April to 24th April 2020

Principal’s Report

Dear Families

WELL… What a start to Term 2! These are unprecedented
times that we are living in at the moment and certainly very
trying and, at times stressful.
I know that remote learning is also new, but I have to again
reiterate how wonderful and supportive you have been in
following the government guidelines and keeping your children
at home whenever possible. I can tell you, the amount of work
all of our staff have, and continue to, put into continuing your
child’s learning whilst at home, has been incredible!! They are
also very happy for you to contact them with any questions or
comments around the ‘learning at home’ programs as they
continue to develop.
It has been really heart-warming to join the class Webex
meetings or hear the students over the phone when talking
with the parents. It really demonstrates the depth of
connection within our community and makes us realise how
much we miss that when we cannot gather together in person.
As I stated in my last email, it has been great talking to a few
of you over the phone… please give me a call at anytime even
just for a chat. I’m getting a bit lonely sitting in my office
with limited social interaction!
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We thought it would be a good idea if parents sent us some
photos of the kids doing activities or whilst engaged in online
meetings with school staff, and we will put these into the
fortnightly newsletter. Feel free to send anything of that
nature to Angelina and she will be more than happy to add
these photos and stories to the newsletter.
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This situation will continue to evolve, but I am confident in
the skills of both the staff and our parent community to
make this work and be a very positive experience.
Please stay safe… look after yourself and each other. If you
have any queries or need some advice around health and
wellbeing, please do not hesitate to call and we can work
through issues together.
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Wednesday 29 April
Curriculum Day
No students and School Closed
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Shared Reading
Shared reading is the interactive reading of a book between a
child and an adult.

Shared reading helps children learn joint attention, provides
vocabulary input, builds language and many other skills,

including how books work!

During shared reading, adults help build a child’s language and literacy skills by:



Labelling objects in the illustrations (e.g., “I see a dog.”)



Talking about what is going on in the book (e.g., “The dog is making a big mess.”



Referring to real-life connections to the story (e.g., “Sometimes we make messes too!”)



Referencing the print (e.g., “Dog starts with a d, like the d in your name!” (Justice et al.,
2009)

Research has found that three or more shared reading
opportunities in a day make a big difference in building
language and literacy skills.
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Shared Reading - How to?
1.

Select a book. Look for books that have engaging pictures and not too many words on
each page (see handout 1 for some ideas).

2.

Read the same book every day for a week. Make sure you are using AAC if your child is
an AAC user.

3.

Follow the CAR - helps us remember how to support a learner’s interaction during
shared reading. We:



Comment and wait.



Ask for participation and wait.



Respond by adding a little more.
(See next page.)

4.

Keep language one step above the learner. For example, if the child normally uses one
or two-word sentences (spoken or AAC), try modelling three or four-word sentences. If
the child is not using any words to communicate, try modelling one or two words (see
“Share the AIR” language level table from Jane Farrall).

Watch these examples of shared reading using The Green Sheep by Mem Fox:



https://www.facebook.com/thegroveeducationcentre/videos/299038317744392/



https://vimeo.com/159294140/32333a9b01



https://vimeo.com/154961568/ecd53ade5c
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C A R
C

Lead with a comment.
Wait 15-30 seconds.

A

Ask for participation.
Wait 15-30 seconds.

R

Respond by adding more.

Follow the CAR flowchart:
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Book Ideas
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by
Judith Viorst
Are You My Mother? by P.D. Eastman
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr.
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr.
Dear Zoo by Rod Campell
Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae
I Went Walking by Sue Williams
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff
No David by David Shannon
Pig the Pug books by Aaron Blabey
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen
Where is the Green Sheep by Mem Fox
Who Sank the Boat? By Pamella Allen

Who Stole the Cookies? by Judith Moffatt

Many, many more! Any book with lots of pictures and minimal text is a good choice. Many books are available
on YouTube.
For older children, see https://www.sharedreader.org/ or https://tarheelreader.org/ for
age and ability appropriate books from the Tar Heel Readers library.
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More Information
Read these blog posts related to shared reading:



Reading at Home http://www.janefarrall.com/reading-at-home/



Shared Reading: Focus on Interaction http://www.janefarrall.com/shared-reading-focus-on-

interaction/

Watch these examples of shared reading:



https://www.facebook.com/marylouise.bertram/videos/10158443920534165/?t=215 (PODD)



https://youtu.be/ruHK4tNGGc4 (Proloquo2Go)



https://www.facebook.com/thegroveeducationcentre/videos/299038317744392/ (PODD)



https://vimeo.com/159294140/32333a9b01 (PODD)



https://vimeo.com/154961568/ecd53ade5c (PODD)

Information adapted from: Comprehensive Literacy for All - Teaching Students with Significant Disabilities to Read and Write by K Erikson
and D Koppenhaver https://www.comprehensiveliteracy.com
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Happy Birthday to You!

Forms Available:
Is your child turning 16? Ring the day they turn 16 and register to get the
Pension from Centrelink. Make sure your child has a TAX file number (from the
age of 5 years old).


Is your child in nappies or pull-ups? Make sure you include it in your NDIS
plan.
 Taxi - Doctor submits it online.



Forms are available from the office:
 Companion Card
We Care

Disability Parking Permit etc

NDIS - When your child turns 18 years old, you will need a Plan Nominee Form
(available from the NDIS office) to speak on your child’s behalf.
Emergency Care Plan: Each student should have an Emergency Care Plan in case
something happens that carers and other family members can refer to. Extra
copies available at the office. Contact: Angelina on 9354 4366.

Term Dates for 2020
Term 2

Monday 13nd April
th

Wednesday 29 April
th

Term 3
Term 4

Curriculum Day — School Closed

Monday 8 June
Monday 10th August

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Curriculum Day

Tuesday 11th August

Curriculum Day

nd

Pupil Free Day – school closed

rd

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday

Monday 2 November
Tuesday 3 November
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